
 

The Monthly Newsletter of Huron United Methodist Church ∙ Issue 301 ∙ February 2025 

The 

 Back in mid-
December, amidst 
a crazy schedule, 
incredible 
busyness, and 
preparations for 
weekends in 
Advent and all our 
Christmas 
celebrations, I 
made the decision 

to choose a word for 2025 – a word upon 
which to focus, meditate, and pray.  This 
would be a word to study in-depth, a 
word that would become an integral part 
of, and which would guide, my everyday 
life for the entire year.  I decided to spend 
the first seven days of the new year 
praying about, looking for, and being 
open to what my word would be.  I made 
a list and kept track of how many times, 
over the course of the week, the words on 
my list appeared or presented themselves 
to me. Overwhelmingly, the word hope 
rose to the top of the list.  My word for 
2025 is HOPE. 
 My goal for 2025 is to really study 
the concept of hope and to incorporate 
what I am learning into the way I live and 
as I live out my call as a disciple of Jesus 
Christ.  My first steps in researching 
hope include actually looking up 
definitions for hope and reading the book 
HOPE RISING: How The Science Of 
Hope Can Change Your Life by Casey 
Gwinn, J.D. and Chan Hellman, Ph.D. 
 So, as this year-long journey begins, I 
ask: what is hope? Some definitions 
follow. 
  hope  to cherish a desire with 

anticipation: to want something to 
happen or be true; to desire with 
expectation of obtainment or 
fulfillment; to expect with confidence 
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From The Desk Of Pastor P. 
 

by Pastor Pamela J. Sayre 

(https://
www.merriam-
webster.com/
dictionary/
hope)  

 hope, Christian 
The Christian anticipation  
of the future as the fulfillment of 
God’s purposes based on God’s 
covenant faithfulness and the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ as known 
by the work of the Holy Spirit in the 
church  (Westminster Dictionary of 
Theological Terms, Donald K. 
McKim, p. 133) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Lunch Bunch 
 

Food, Fun & Fellowship  
 

 Lunch Bunch meets the second 
Thursday of each month.  
 The next Lunch Bunch is 
Thursday, February 13th at 11:30 a.m., 
in the Fellowship Hall. Program: Tom 
Ryan talks about his uncle, Medal of 
Honor recipient Pvt John Towle.  
Menu: broccoli cheddar soup and 
bread bowl, cherry cheesecake. 
catered by Janet Majoy. Cost is $9.00. 
Please pay in cash the day of the 
luncheon.  
 Sign up in the Welcome Center 
or contact Dee Hartley in person or 
phone 419-357-8825 by Monday, 
February 10th. Food Pantry Weekend  

 

 A reminder: 
Pantry Weekend   
is always the 
third weekend 
of each month 
(February 
15th/16th ), but 
items may be dropped off anytime the 
church is open. All donations help 
those in need in Huron and the 
surrounding area.  
 HUMC is accepting egg 
cartons. 

HUMC Welcome Wagon 
 

 Are you interested in using your talents  
to make others feel welcome at Huron United 
Methodist Church?  If so, we are looking for 
YOU!!!  Welcome Wagon responsibilities 
include greeting guests on Sundays, handing 
out “Welcome Bags”, engaging and conversing 
with someone you haven’t seen at HUMC before, 
running the chair lift, and much more.  Please see  
Dave Wilber or Scott (Drummer) Whitehurst.   

Sunday Morning Worship  
 

 We livestream our Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
worship celebrations to both Facebook and YouTube. 
Find archived versions on both sites any time.  No 
account is needed to watch!  If attending online, please 
be sure to let us know – fill out the Connect Card! 
 Sunday Bulletin/Order Of Worship and announcements are emailed at the 
end of each week; copies of the sermon at the beginning.  If you are not 
receiving them and would like to, let us know.  

Confirmation Class  
 

 We continue to increase our 
knowledge of Scripture, the Christian 
Liturgical year, and how God loves us.  
 Class will continue to meet on 
Wednesday evenings 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
during our LIFT program, with dinner 
from 6:30 - 7:00 p.m.  The schedule 
continues as follows:  
 February 5, 12, 19, 26 
 March 5, 12, 19, 26 
 April 2, 9, (16), 23, 30 
 May 7, 14, 21  
 Confirmation Sunday 

will be June 1, 2025. 

Relaxed Worship  
(songs, prayers, message) 

& Conversation!  
  

Come as you are!  
 

3rd Sunday Potluck 
 

Huron United Methodist 
Church 

Lighthouse Church/Strategic Planning 

Team Continues Its Work 
 

 If you would like to know more about our work or would 
like to volunteer to help, please contact any of us: Jenessa Faller, 

Dave Wilber, Judy Wilber, Scott Whitehurst, Kristin Erney, or Pastor P.  

Church Office Holiday Closure 
 

 The Church office will be closed Monday, February 17th for the Presidents’ 
Day holiday. Please plan accordingly. 
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Chancel Choir 
 

 We rehearse on Wednesdays 
(generally) from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary.  Come for LIFT, stay for 
Choir!  There are plenty of robes and 
we will find you a seat!  Come sing!  
And enjoy the laughter and 
fellowship!  Great fun and you get to 
sit in some of the best seats in the 
sanctuary!  

LIFT (Living In Faith Together) is GROWING!!   
 

 This multigenerational night of fellowship has classes, conversation, food, 
puzzles, foosball and games. Doors open at 5:00 p.m.  All are welcome, all are 
invited, and All means ALL!   This is a perfect time to grow your faith, get 
reacquainted with old friends as well as meet new ones.  At 6:30 p.m. we gather 
together in the Fellowship Hall for dinner, and at 7:00 p.m. we begin Chancel 
Choir rehearsal and continued fellowship.  Come for any or all of the evening! 
 The Adult LIFT Class is currently starting the 
third season of The Chosen.  We start the videos at 
5:30.  The show is about Jesus Christ, adapted from 
the Gospels.  The series allows viewers to see the life 
of Jesus through the eyes of those who knew Him 
best. It also helps us to better understand the social and political factors of that 
time.  We have included time for discussion, questions and answers, and 
observations.  If you would like to catch-up on the series, visit thechosen.tv.   
 Our kiddos have been very busy this winter.  Each child made their very 
own Nativity Set!  The project instruction and all the supplies were graciously 
given by Shari & Chris Brown.   The felt on wood block Nativity sets includes 
animals, a shepherd, Jesus, Joseph, Mary, an angel, and the three wise 
men.  They are back to learning about Jesus – comic book style – with the 
Baptism of Jesus and how Jesus picked his 12 disciples. 

Handbell Choir 
 

 We have begun practicing!!!!!  Rehearsals are on Saturdays at 10:00 AM.  If 
you are interested in ringing, please get ahold of Tom Curry!  You do not have to 
have prior experience or special skills – we will teach you!  But you do have to 
wear gloves!  Don’t miss out on all the fun!  

Bishop Jung Days in 

the Districts 
 
 Bishop Hee-Soo Jung will spend 
a day in each district in the coming 
months. 
 February 27 | UMC of Macedonia 

(Northern Waters) 
 March 1 | Thoburn UMC (South 

Forest) 
 March 10 | Ashland Christ UMC 

(West Plains) 
 March 13 | Navarre Otterbein UMC 

(Central Valley) 
 On each of 
these days, 
clergy of the 
district are 
invited to join 
Bishop Jung 
beginning at 
9:30 a.m. for a 
morning of 
worship and 
Bible study, followed by lunch, a 
session on district strategy and 
visioning, conversation with the 
bishop, and a closing worship service 
at 3:00 p.m. with communion. Laity 
of the district are invited to join 
Bishop Jung on these days at 5:00 p.m. 
for dinner followed by a worship 
service, Bible study, and a 
conversation on vision and ministry. 

http://thechosen.tv
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WOO HOO! 

 

 Share your “church spirit” and 
enthusiasm!  Check out Lucky Stone 
for a huge selection of wonderful 
clothing and hat options available for 
imprint or embroidery with our new 
church logo and/our “WooHoo” 
design!   

Total Body Conditioning 

PLUS Line Dancing 
 

 Beginning February 6th, Loretta 
will be adding Line Dancing to her 
Total Body Conditioning Class on 
Thursdays.  
The format 
will be the 
same as it is 
now from 
8:30 to 9:00 
a.m., then it 
will switch 
to line dancing 
from 9:00-9:45 a.m. All are welcome 
to join at any time. 

Ink & Toner Cartridges,  

Old Tech, Writing Instruments 
 

Collection continues. 

Place in the box  

by the Fellowship 

Hall doors.  

From The Desk (Continued from page 1)

From HOPE RISING: 
 “Hope is the bridge between the  

impossible and the possible.” 
(Joseph Bellezzo, M.D., p. 1) 

 “Hope is the belief that your future 
can be brighter and better than your 
past and that you can actually have 
a role to play in making it 
better.” (p. 9) 

 “Hope is being able to see that there 
is light despite all the darkness.” 
(Bishop Desmond Tutu, p. 16) 

 “Hope is based upon our ability to 
accurately appraise the reality of the 
crisis to set valued goals and find 
the means to achieve those 
goals.” (p.26) 

 “Hope is not a wish. Hope is 
measurable. Hope is malleable.  
Hope is action. Hope 
matters.”  (p.27) 

 Indeed, hope matters!  What is 
YOUR word for 2025? 
 We are Huron United Methodist 
Church!  WooHoo!  We are disciples 
of Jesus, the Christ, followers of the 
living God, and sharers of the WORD!  
May God continue to encourage, 
empower, and equip us as we strive 
“to make [and 
mature] disciples of  
Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the 
world!”  
WELCOME – 
WORSHIP – 
WITNESS!  
 Grace and peace,  
 blessings and health, 
 
 
 
 Pastor P. 

3 
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HUMC Team Updates 
  

Trustees 
 Trustees oversee the use of Memorial Funds.  Some memorials have 
designated uses requested by families such as music ministry, maintenance and 
project specific requests.  Trustees have used unspecified memorial funds to 
purchase items, such as Christmas decorations, Staff Computers, Audio/Visual 
equipment and maintenance tools.  Trustees are hopeful to move away from 
designated funds to allow memorial funds to be utilized on an as needed basis. 
 Did you know the original note taken to fund the roof and boiler project 
was $250,000.00?  To date, donations and pledges received leave a $72,000.00 
balance to pay the note back in full.  Thank you for your support of our church 
home. 
 Here are a few items the Trustees have 
on the long range planning list:  repair/
renovation of the parking lot, handicap 
accessible/updated restrooms, Fellowship 
Hall and Sanctuary lighting evaluation/
update. 
  

Church Council 
 At the December 10th meeting of Church Council, Derek Callin presented 
a motion from SPRC  to increase the salary for the position of organist by 
$10,000.  
  After the proposal was read, Derek explained that this increase would not 
affect the budget since our apportionments have  been reduced and would cover 
it. Council approved this salary change. 
  

Finance 
 The 2025 approved budget is included with this newsletter. (on page 7) 

Audio/ 

Visual  

Team News 
  

 Hey you!  Yes, you!  We need 
YOU!  We are looking for volunteers 
to help with worship, specifically up 
in the sound booth!  Derek and Chris 
are doing a WONDERFUL job but 
they need some assistance!  We offer 
free training and deep gratitude!  
Please prayerfully consider 
volunteering for the Audio/Visual 
Team!        

Our Weather 

Cancellation Policy 
  

 In early 20l9,Trustees, with 
input from Pastor Pamela, adopted 
the following rules for church 
cancellations due to winter weather. 
When the Eric County Sheriff’s Office 
calls a: 
Level 1 Snow Emergency – Worship 
and activities will go on as 
scheduled. Use your discretion for 
determining your safety. 
Level 2 Snow Emergency  – Worship 
will be held for all those who choose 
to attend if they feel that they can 
travel safely. Choir Director may 
cancel Choir at his discretion. All 
other non-worship church activities 
are cancelled. 
Level 3 Snow Emergency  – Worship 
and all other activities will be 
cancelled for the day even if the Level 
3 is lifted part way through the day. 
 We want everyone to remain safe 
and healthy. (If you have any doubt, 
stay put – the Lord understands!) 

Interested In 

Becoming  

A Member Of Huron 

UMC? 
  

 If so, please see 
Pastor P.  If you have 
never been part of 
the UMC and 
would like to know 
more, please ask 
for a copy of the 
easy-to-read book  
UNITED 
METHODIST 
QUESTIONS, UNITED 
METHODIST ANSWERS: 
Exploring Christian Faith by F. 
Belton Joyner, Jr.  

Pastor’s Current 

Reading 

List 
  

 CONCLAVE 
by Robert 
Harris  (In my 
opinion, the 
book is better 
than the movie!) 

 THE THINGS WE CANNOT SAY by 
Kelly Rimmer (just finished)  

 THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING by 
J.R.R. Tolkien 

 HOPE RISING: How The Science Of Hope 
Can Change Your Life by Casey 
Gwinn, J.D. and Chan Hellman, 
Ph.D. 

 HOLY HELL: A Case Against Eternal 
Damnation by Derek Kubilus 
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Goal per Week 



Lions Club Eyeglass Collection 
 

 If you have any eyeglasses that you 
can no longer use, please consider 
donating them to the Lions Club 
“Recycle For Sight Program” which 
supplies corrective lenses to low- and 
middle-income countries that lack basic 
eye care services. The wooden collection box is located on 
the trapezoid table near the Fellowship Hall entrance. 
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Notes & Thank Yous 
 

 A huge thank you to all who 
helped prepare and decorate for and 
who helped with all our Advent and Christmas worship 
celebrations!  What incredible worship and fellowship 
opportunities we experienced! 

–––––– 

 A huge thank you to Chris & Shari Brown who led our 
kids in the making of their own Nativity sets! 

–––––– 

 Thank you to everyone for the generous and much 
appreciated Christmas gifts and cards! 
 Pastor P. 

–––––– 

 Thank you to all our musicians! 
–––––– 

 Thank you to our Board of Trustees who continue to take 
care of the church properties and make sure we have a beautiful, 
welcoming place to meet for worship and fellowship! 

–––––– 

 Thank you to those who helped empty and return the 
furniture to the Fellowship Hall for the floor waxing. The 
process went very quickly due to the many hands available. 

–––––– 

 Thank you to all who donated mittens, gloves, hats, 
scarves, and socks to the Mitten Tree. Your generosity is 
amazing! 

Our Newsletter Is Online 
 

 Please remember that a digital copy ofThe Circuit 
Rider along with past issues can be found online on our 
website: www.huronumc.org. 

Please Update Us !!! 
 

 Many of our member records are 
incomplete.  Please make sure we have the 
following: full name, birthdate (including 
year), physical address (and mailing 
address if different), home phone number, 
cell phone number, and email address. We 
also need  our college students’ contact information. 
 Please submit to Beth Anne at 
secretary@huronumc.org or the Church Office. 

Ways To Fill The Virtual Plate 
 

 If you are worshipping with us online, there are 
several giving options available. 

 Mail your offering to HUMC directly 
or use your bank’s bill pay service. 

 Drop off your offering at the church.   

 Sign up and give online with e-giving 
through Realm. This QR code will 
take you to the Realm giving page. 

Communion Elements 
 
 We have pre-packaged Communion 
elements available in the office for pick-up!  
Regular and gluten-free! 

Huron Prayer Path Workdays 
 

 The Prayer Path Work Day 
will be Saturday, February 
8th, 9:00 a.m. - Noon. 
Please join us as we work 
to maintain our beautiful 
Prayer Path. Dress for the 
weather. BYO garden gloves.  

HUMC Quilt Connection 
  

 Our next sew days are Fridays, 
February 7th & 21st, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. in the basement. BYO projects and 
lunch. Contact Cathi Dix Houghton at 419-433-5645 or 
quintquilt@aol.com to receive meeting email reminders.   
 Our primary mission is making prayer quilts. If you 
have an interest in sewing quilts, you are welcome to join 
us. (We have fabric you can use.) 

U-Knitted Nations  
  

 The Knitters meet in Rooms 1 
& 2 at 7:00 p.m. on Mondays. Bring 

your project, join the fun and fellowship! 
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Liturgists  
 

February 2:  
 8:00 Cathi Houghton  
 10:00 Dave Wilber  
February 9:  
 8:00 Mike Prosser     
 10:00 Lynda Atkinson  
February 16:  
 8:00 Barb Ringle  
 10:00 Derek Callin  
February 23:  
 8:00 Tom Sprunk 
 10:00 Alyson Wilson 

February Worship Plans 
 

February 1/2: Fourth Weekend after the Epiphany/
Communion  

Scriptures: Jeremiah 4:1-10; Psalm 71:1-6; *Luke 4:21-30 
Sermon: “Rejected” 
 

February 7/8: Fifth Weekend after the Epiphany 
Scriptures: Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 138; *Luke 5:1-11 
Sermon: “If You Say So” 
 

February 14/15: Sixth Weekend after the Epiphany 
Scriptures: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; *Luke 6:17-26 
Sermon: “Because You Follow The Son” 
 

February 22/23: Seventh Weekend after the 
Epiphany  

Scriptures: Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 
*Luke 6:27-38 

Sermon: “Do Good” 
 

February Team Meetings  
 

Staff Parish Relations Committee: Tuesday, 
February 4th, 7:00 p.m., Rooms 3 & 4. 

Trustees: No meeting scheduled this month. 
Stephen Ministers: Tuesdays, February 18th & 25th, 

1:00 p.m., Rooms 1 & 2. 
Church Council: Tuesday, February 18th, 7:00 p.m., 

Rooms 3 & 4. 

10:00 Greeters/
Ushers 
 

February 2:  
Bonnie & Ben Lindsley 

February 9  
Wanda & Mike Lyons 

February 16:  
 Bob Hastings 
February 23:  
 Alyson Wilson 

Other February Events 
 

 Firelands Symphony Orchestra Chorale 
Rehearsals: Monday, February 24th, 6:30-9:00 p.m., 
Sanctuary. 

February Birthdays 
  
  

Pastor Pamela Sayre  1  

Cooper See  1  

Dick Preston  2  

Clyda Cunningham  3  

William Bruns  3  

Jason Cobleigh  4  

Hannah Butcher  6  

Erika Drossman  6  

Hallie Pettegrew  7  

Edward Pettegrew  7  

Melissa Fries  9  

Theodore Greenawalt  9  

Donna Balcarcel  10  

Michele Meyer  16  

Leslie Bott  16  

William Palmer  17  

David Ingley  17  

Tyson Maddix  17  

Virginia Spitzley  19  

Mark Ziegler  20  

Jerell Taylor  20  

Maxwell Hardy  21  

Lincoln Barnett  21  

Julie Ziegler Renner  22  

Joanne Hubbard  23  

Eric See  23  

Mary Ann Boor  24  

Elizabeth Dees  25  

Joellen Moneck  25  

Amy Cobleigh  26  

Wanda Lyons  27  

Jim Gerish  28  

Heather Merckens  29  

Mitten Tree  
 

 This year’s donations surpassed all 
prior years! There was a combination of 
handmade and store-bought items. 
Twelve scarves, 19 hats, 2 pairs of mittens, 
17 pairs of gloves, 28 pairs of socks, 9 hat/
glove combo sets, 1 hat/glove/scarf 
combo set, 2 pairs of hand warmers, 
and 1 headband were donated, filling 
the tree to overflowing with your 
generosity. Thank you! Items will be 
delivered to Woodlands School for 
our Huron children in need.  
 Thank you to the HUM Youth 
Fellowship kids for helping to set up 
and take down the tree.  
 – U-Knitted Nations & Quilt Connection  

Money Counters 
 

February 2: 
 Judy Wilber 
 Dave Wilber 
 Chip Houghton 
February 9:  
 Bob Hastings  
 Mark Claubaugh 
February 16:  
 Barb Ringle  
 Donna Preston 
February 23:  
 Mary Boos  
 Bonnie & Ben Lindsley 

Huron United Methodist Church 

Endowment Fund 
“You have the opportunity to 
make a difference not only in 
what you do today, but in what 
you do for tomorrow.” 
 

 For Endowment Fund information, 

please contact any Fund Committee 

member: Chip Houghton, Carole 

Dreffer, or Mike Prosser. 



Cloggers’ Practice 
Mondays & Thursdays, 5:30 p.m.,  

Fellowship Hall 

Ballroom Dancing 
Tuesdays 6:30-8:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

U-Knitted Nations 
Mondays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in Rooms 1 & 2 

HUMC Quilt Connection 

 Friday Sew Days: February 7th & 21st 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Basement 
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Huron United Methodist Church 
338 Williams Street  
Huron, OH 44839-1639 
(419) 433-3984    fax: 419-433-5344 
church email: huronumc@huronumc.org or secretary@huronumc.org 
website: www.huronumc.org  
       Find us on Facebook and        Instagram            Subscribe to us on You Tube 

You are invited to worship with us in person: “Saturdays @ 5” (5:00 p.m.) in our Fellowship Hall, and  
Sundays 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. in our Sanctuary or Online (Sundays are livestreamed to Facebook and YouTube) 

 

Pastor: Rev. Pamela J. Sayre; Director of Discipleship Ministries: Jenessa Faller; Director of Music Ministry: Ron Brooker;  
Organist/Handbell Choir Director: Tom Curry; Housekeeper: Kathy Faller; Treasurer: Joe Beebe; Administrative Secretary: Beth Anne 

McFarland; Financial Secretary: Linda Ziegler; Website: Derek Callin; AV: Derek Callin & Chris Harlan; Lay Leader: Dave Wilbe r.  
Current Office Hours 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday. (Building open 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. M–Th.) Closed Fridays. 

Address Service Requested 

Activities Capsules 

 

Fat Tuesday Potluck 
March 4th, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Circuit Rider Newsletter Deadline 
Sunday, February 16th for March issue 

t Ash Wednesday Worship t  
March 5th at 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary  

PRESIDENtS DAY 

Monday, February 17th 
Church Office closed 

TEAM CHAIRS:  
Please email the  

Church Office with your  
2025 meeting dates. 

FSO Chorale Rehearsal 
Monday February 24th 

6:30-9:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
Friday, February 14th 

Chair Yoga 
Tuesdays 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Choir Practice 

Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. 

TOTAL BODY CONDITIONING 
Thursdays 8:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Pantry WeekendPantry Weekend  
February 16th 

Christ’s Community Meals 
Every Monday at Noon and  

Wednesdays, February 12th & 26th 
 5:00-6:00 p.m., First Presbyterian Church 

Saturdays @ 5! 
Relaxed Worship every Saturday evening  

at 5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
(includes a Potluck Dinner on the  

3rd Saturday each month) 

Communion 
Saturday/Sunday, February 1st/2nd 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Thursday, February 13th 

11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Prayer Path Work Day 
Saturday, February 8th 

9:00 a.m.-Noon at Zion Lutheran Church 

Every Wednesday,  
Doors open at 5:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall/Classrooms 

Confirmation Class 
Each Wednesday during LIFT, Room 10 

Wednesdays during LIFT, Rooms 6/7 

Looking ahead to March and Lent: 

See page 11 for February Team 
Meetings and other events. 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
Saturdays, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

Praise Band Practice 
 Wednesdays 8:10 p.m.  


